





The city of Barcelona is advancing towards  
a plural, innovative and socially inclusive economic 
model, based on sustainability at all its levels: 
economic, social and environmental. A diverse and 
innovative economic model that promotes local industry, 
fosters the development of talent and combines 
internationalisation with the territory’s home-grown 
potential of the entrepreneurial and creative ecosystem, 
based on a central goal: creating quality jobs as the best 
mechanism for reducing inequalities.
Throughout the democratic era, Barcelona City Council 
has been a driving force behind local development and 
has drawn up specific policies aimed at the sectors 
that have a pivotal role in the city’s economic and 
urban dynamics, such as commerce and tourism, and 
in specific areas in the territory, such as the project for 
the 22@ innovation district. The strategy for economic 
promotion during the 2016-2019 term of office, led by 
Barcelona Activa leadership, prioritises the impetus 
of six strategic sectors which form the backbone of 
the entire municipal policy and the transformation of 
the productive model: The manufacturing industry, the 
digital economy, creative sectors, the green and circular 
economy, health and quality of life and the Social and 
Solidarity Economy.
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Cooperation (internal  
and with other organisations)
The spirit of public service 
and professional and 
personal ethics
An economy at the service 
of the people: social and 
sustainable
To push ahead with economic 
policies and local development 
for the purposes of promoting 
improvements to the quality 
of life of Barcelona’s citizens, 
by boosting employment and 
entrepreneurship, supporting 
enterprises and meeting the 
various needs of the people 
in the territory, and from the 
perspective of the plural 
economy which includes,  
among other things, the Social 
and Solidarity Economy. 
To foster the empowerment  
of citizens and rebalance areas 
of the territory for achieving  
a model not just for fair 
economic-development, 

























Barcelona Activa, present in the neighbourhoods
Barcelona Activa facilities




‘A prop Jove’ Social and Labour market integration points
Defence Point for Labour Rights
Economic development district plans
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1. Manufacturing Industry
CATALONIA AND THE BARCELONA AREA MAKE UP ONE  
OF THE INDUSTRIAL REGIONS OF EUROPE 
The weight of industry in the GDP of Catalonia (20.8%) 
is above European Union average. In 2016, Catalonia 
was the fourth highest region in Europe in number of 
people employed in high and medium-high technology 
manufacturing.
INDUSTRY, A KEY SECTOR FOR THE ECONOMIC 
COMPETITIVENESS OF BARCELONA AND CATALONIA
In 2017, exports from the Barcelona area surpassed 54 
billion euros and achieved a year-on-year growth of +7%. 
The Barcelona area generates one fifth (19.8%) of the total 
exports of the Spanish economy, holding the top place  
in the ranks for exports from the country.
Source: Prepared by the Department of Studies at the Manager's Office for 
Economic Policy and Local Development at Barcelona City Council, based on data 
from Idescat and Eurostat.
GVA industry weights for 2016
Exports from the Barcelona area (in M€)
Source: Prepared by the Department of Studies at the Manager's Office for Economic 
Policy and Local Development at Barcelona City Council, based on data from the Ministry 
of Economy and Competitiveness.
Barcelona and its metropolitan area has a cluster of 
benchmark industries, such as the chemical, food and 
automobile industries, and is working to develop 
industry 4.0.


































































A SECTOR THAT CREATES QUALITY JOBS
With salaries that are above the city’s average and a high 
proportion of open-ended contracts among employees.
Source: Produced by the Department of Studies at the Manager's Office for Economic 
Policy and Local Development at Barcelona City Council, based on data from Barcelona 
City Council’s Technical Programming Cabinet.
Employees according to contract type and economic sector  
in Barcelona, 2015
Open-ended contracts Temporary contracts
All sectors Industry
Source: Produced by the Department of Studies at the Manager's Office for Economic 
Policy and Local Development at Barcelona City Council, based on data from the 
Department of Statistics at Barcelona City Council.
Average salaries of Barcelona residents working 
 in the industrial sector, 2016 (€/year)














Measures promoted  
by Barcelona Activa
IMPETUS PLAN FOR THE MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY 
Within the framework of the Municipal Neighbourhood Plan 
and in line with the economic development plans for Sant 
Andreu and Sants-Montjuïc, Barcelona Activa has made a 
specific catalogue available of “Services and programmes 
for industrial companies” to provide support for industrial 
activities, particularly manufacturing. 
Services include the creation of a technical industrial 
estate revitalisation model for the Bon Pastor and Marina 
Industrial Estates, carrying out energy consultancy and 
rolling out a tailor-made marketing and sales  
programme.
IMPETUS PROGRAMMES FOR INDUSTRY 4.0
Barcelona Activa’s new training programme that consists 
of highly specialised workshops on the subject of “Industry 
4.0” aimed at small and medium-sized companies in the 
field of industry, with the goal of making businesses more 
sustainable and competitive.
The training catalogue includes subjects such as 3D 
(Additive) Manufacturing, Cellular Fabrication, Robotics,  
the IoT in Manufacturing and Advanced Fabrication.
PTBA PROTOTYPING CENTRE
The New Support Service for business prototyping. intended 
for complementing the Fab Lab as well as the existing 
services and spaces in the Technology Park, is defined 
within the framework of the “Master Plan for the future 
Fab Lab” which will be located in the Barcelona Activa 
Technology Park (PTBA).
Business innovation and competitiveness will be fostered 
under this initiative, providing small and medium-sized 
industrial businesses in the city with a highly specialised 
infrastructure and methodology to accompany them 
through their most critical industrial processes, such as 
the launching of a new product.
BOOSTING CITY EVENTS
Barcelona Activa provides support to the various events 
in the city relating to the manufacturing industry, such as 
the Smart City Expo World Congress, the Internet of Things 
Solutions World Congress, the In(3d)ustry Trade Show,  
and the Big Data Congress.
These events contribute to the strengthening of the 
entrepreneurial and business ecosystem associated with 
this sector in the city and link it with international markets.
VOCATIONAL TRAINING
The extensive portfolio of Vocational Training offered by 
Barcelona Activa includes training courses and modules in 
the fields of energy and logistics, such as: Energy Efficiency; 
LED Lighting; Installing Photovoltaic Solar Panels; 
Warehouse Organisation and Management; Warehouse 
Production Operator.
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2. Digital Economy / ICT
Key indicators
THERE ARE CLOSE TO 55,000 JOBS IN THE ICT SECTOR  
IN THE CITY 
In 2017, there were over 54,000 workers and nearly 2,800 
companies with employees in the ICT sector in Barcelona, 
representing 5.1% of jobs and 3.7% of the city’s business 
network.
ONE OF THE SECTORS WITH THE LARGEST GROWTH  
IN EMPLOYMENT
Employment in the ITC sector has increased by more 
than 14,200 people and +36% between 2011 and 2017, 
much more rapidly than the economy of Barcelona as a 
whole (+9.2%), a trend that has also been observed, more 
notably, in the business network, where ICT companies have 
grown +42% whilst overall, companies with employees in 
Barcelona have only grown 4.7%.
Source: Produced by the Department of Studies at the Manager's Office for Economic 
Policy and Local Development, based on data from the Department of Statistics at 
Barcelona City Council using INSS data.
* Those registered with the general Social Security system, including self-employed 
workers. 
Source: Produced by the Department of Studies at the Manager's Office for Economic 
Policy and Local Development, based on data from the Department of Statistics at 
Barcelona City Council using INSS data.
* Those registered with the general Social Security system, including self-employed 
workers. 
The evolution of jobs and companies with employees  
in Barcelona, 2017/11
Jobs* in ICT activities in Barcelona





























THE DIGITAL ECONOMY CREATES QUALITY JOBS
Both the number of open-ended employment contracts 
(52.6% of the contracts signed in the ICT sector in 2017, 
while the figure for the entire economy is 14.1%) and the 
salaries offered by the sector are clearly higher than the 
average in Barcelona: thus, the salary level exceeds that  
of the city by €7,200 (+25%).
Number of open-ended employment contracts in the ICT sector 
and in all other sectors in Barcelona, 2017 (% of total hires)
Average salaries in Barcelona, 2016 (€/year)
Source: Produced by the Department of Studies at the Manager's Office for Economic 
Policy and Local Development based on data from the SEPE (Spain's State Public 
Employment Service).
Source: Produced by the Department of Studies at the Manager's Office for Economic 



























AN INTERNATIONALLY WELL-POSITIONED DIGITAL  
ECOSYSTEM
Digital and technological entrepreneurship is a new hub  
of activity that has emerged in a powerful way in Barcelona 
and that positions it among the most dynamic cities in 
Europe in this regard, according to various reputable 
international rankings. Thus, in 2017, Barcelona was ranked 
as the 13th most innovative city in the world and the 5th in 
Europe according to the Innovation Cities Index produced  
by 2thinknow, after climbing 43 places since 2014.

















World ranking European ranking
Source: 2thinknow, Innovation Cities Index.
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Measures promoted  
by Barcelona Activa
MEDIATIC INCUBATOR 
This is a new incubator which specialises in offering added-
value services to technology-based companies, enriching 
Barcelona Activa’s Network of Incubators.
It can accommodate 15 technology startups and is noted  
for its three-year accompaniment programme.
PRE-ACCELERATION PROGRAMME
This is an accompaniment programme for entrepreneurial 
projects with a high technological impact that are in their 
initial phases. 
Under the programme, work is carried out on defining  
and validating the business model and on entrepreneurial 
skills. In addition, there is a coworking space for developing 
activities and sharing experiences alongside a dynamic 
entrepreneurial community. 
USER LAB
A new space for testing products and services that uses 
the most cutting-edge methodologies and technologies 
available.
Located in Barcelona Activa’s Glòries Business Incubator, 
it enables the acceleration of business innovation 
processes and ensures that new products and services  
are launched into the market with greater guarantees  
of success.
AN IMPETUS TO CITY EVENTS
Barcelona Activa provides support to the various city events 
relating to the Digital Economy, such as 4YFN and the Smart 
City Expo World Congress.
These events contribute to the strengthening of the 
entrepreneurial and business ecosystem associated with 
this sector in the city and link it with international markets.
E-SKILLS TRAINING PLAN
A wide range of training modules (on-site and online) 
which enable users to acquire the necessary e-skills for 
their professional projects. It is based on three levels of 
specialisation:
• Basic courses in IT literacy, which aim to reduce the digital 
divide across the territory and genders, through  
the Cibernàrium Satellites.
• Short training courses on the most-used technologies  
in professional contexts, through the Cibernàrium.
• Specialised courses on the disciplines most in demand  
by companies, through the IT Academy.
VOCATIONAL TRAINING
Barcelona Activa's extensive Vocational Training portfolio 
includes training courses and modules in the field of the 
Digital Economy, such as: Security of Information Systems; 
Community Manager; Interactive animation platforms 
for digital devices; Video and motion picture editing; App 
programming; Client environment web programming; Server 
environment web programming; Mobile add development; 
Scratch and robotics training.
HOUSE OF TRADES “DIGITAL NEIGHBOURHOODS”
Programmes that seek to place young people under 25 
in employment, by combining training with professional 
paid work experience in professions relating to strategic 
sectors, which is the digital economy in this case, for the 
development of services and products that are of benefit  
to the public.
PLAN FOR THE PROMOTION OF SCIENTIFIC  
AND TECHNOLOGICAL VOCATIONS
A series of initiatives to attract young people to study 
scientific and technological vocations, placing particular 
emphasis on young females. 
The Plan enjoys collaboration from several of the city's 
players, such as Universities, Research Centres and the 
Barcelona Education Consortium.
2. Digital Economy / ICT
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FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR DIGITAL SOCIAL  
INNOVATION PROJECTS
A line of subsidies is being offered for digital social 
innovation projects, under the 'Impulsem el que fas’ call 
for social and economic impetus subsidy applications. 
These are for projects that promote open technologies 
and safeguard the right to privacy, to foster new types of 
innovation and collaboration that overcome the territories' 
social and sustainability challenges. 
THE DIGITAL ECONOMY UNDER THE SANT MARTÍ 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN
The Sant Martí Plan identifies digital manufacturing and 
the maker movement among the strategic sectors to be 
promoted. 
It is in this regard that the Fem barri al Poblenou pilot 
project is being promoted. This is a project that aims to 
facilitate the interaction and scalability of the maker 
community, to strengthen it and eventually replicate the 
experience in other parts of the district and the city of 
Barcelona.

























THERE WERE CLOSE TO 130,000 JOBS IN CREATIVE 
ACTIVITIES IN BARCELONA IN 2017
This represented 12% of people employed in the city and 
half (49.6%) of all creative-sector employment in Catalonia. 
There are nearly 9,000 companies with employees in this 
sector registered in the city.
EMPLOYMENT IN CREATIVE ACTIVITIES IN BARCELONA  
HAS INCREASED BY 13% COMPARED TO 2008
A more favourable development than the one for the city’s 
overall economy. Note the dynamic performance of non-
traditional creative sectors (such as video games and 
e-publishing), where employment has grown by 45.7% since 
2008, at the expense of the traditional creative industries. 
Under this development, non-traditional creative sectors 
generated more employment in Barcelona in 2017 than the 
traditional ones did.
Source: Produced by the Department of Studies at the Manager's Office for Economic 
Policy and Local Development at Barcelona City Council, based on data from Barcelona 
City Council’s Statistics Department.
* Those registered with the general Social Security system, including self-employed 
workers in the fourth quarter. 
Employment in creative activities* in Barcelona, 2017







Activities connected to heritage 3,349 73.5% 
Architecture and Engineering 16,384 38.2%
Graphic art and printing  3,630 18.3%
Cinema, video and music 3,804 78.3%
Design and photography 16,855 54.2%
Editing 8,604 68.5%




Radio and television 1,049 21.8%
Traditional creative (cultural) 
industries
62,929 41.7%
Creative research and development 10,630 48.5%
Advertising 15,605 60.2%
Software, video games and electronic 
publishing
40,834 64.6%
Non-traditional creative industries 67,069 60.4%
TOTAL creative industries 129,998 49.6%
% Creative Ind. on total employment  
in Barcelona
12.3%
Source: Prepared by the Department of Studies at the Manager's Office for Economic 
Policy and Local Development at Barcelona City Council, based on data from Barcelona 





























Measures promoted  
by Barcelona Activa
CREAMEDIA PROGRAMME ON BUSINESS CREATION 
Barcelona Activa, the Business Development Service of 
the Catalan Institute of Cultural Companies (ICEC) and 
the Catalunya Cultura Foundation, are the drivers behind 
the Creamedia programme which provides support to 
entrepreneurial projects in the creative and cultural 
industries. This is a programme aimed at accompanying 
entrepreneurs through the business-creation process in 
this sector, by offering ad hoc training resources which 
enable robust and sustaining business projects to be 
designed.
AN IMPETUS TO CITY EVENTS
Barcelona Activa provides support to the various events 
in the city relating to the cultural and creative industries, 
such as Sónar+D, Primavera Pro, the DOCs Barcelona 
Festival and the b’Ars trade show. These events contribute 
to the strengthening of the entrepreneurial and business 
ecosystem associated with this sector in the city and link  
it with international markets.
THE CREATIVE SECTORS IN THE SANTS-MONTJUÏC  
AND CIUTAT VELLA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PLANS
Arts and culture are one of the key cornerstones in 
generating economic activity in these districts. That is 
why 13 projects worth 287,000 euros have been financed 
under the 'Impulsem el que fas’ call for social and economic 
impetus subsidy applications. These are projects that offer, 
for example, professionalisation training in performing 
arts, support the entrepreneurship of street musicians and 
reinvigorate the crafts activities.
HOUSE OF TRADES “LIVE PERFORMANCE”
Programmes that look for job placements for young people 
under the age of 25, by combining training with professional 
paid work experience in professions linked to strategic 
sectors, which are the creative sectors in this case, for the 
development of collective-utility services.
THE SIGNIFICANT PROMINENCE OF SELF-EMPLOYMENT
The creative sectors present a higher percentage of self-
employed workers than the overall economy of Barcelona, 
accounting for 18.2% and 11.1% of all jobs, respectively, in 
the fourth quarter of 2017. This phenomenon is particularly 
present in the traditional creative sectors, where it 
represents over one fourth of all employment.
Source: Produced by the Department of Studies at the Manager's Office for Economic 
Policy and Local Development at Barcelona City Council, based on data from the 
Department of Statistics at Barcelona City Council.
Prominence of self-employment in creative sectors in 
Barcelona (% of jobs)
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EMPLOYMENT IN THE GREEN ECONOMY GREW MORE 
THAN ALL THE SECTORS IN BARCELONA COMBINED 
In 2017, the green economy employed between 28,000 and 
40,300 people in Barcelona, accounting for between 2.6% 
and 3.7% of the city’s total employment and between 1.2%  
and 2.9% of the companies.
A SECTOR WITH POTENTIAL FOR INNOVATION AND THAT 
PROMOTES THE EFFICIENT USE OF RESOURCES
The advancement of this sector is a priority, both to mitigate 
the environmental impact and because of its huge potential 
for innovation: thus, the prominence of patents in the green 
sector over the total (12% of international patents and 8% 
of Spanish patents) is clearly higher than that of the green 
economy in employment and the business network.
As for efficient use of resources, note the improvement in 
the indicator for energy intensity in the city, the amount of 
energy required per unit of GDP fell by 21.7% between 2008 
and 2014. Final energy consumption also decreased during 
this period.
In 2017, employment in the green sector saw a greater 
annual increase (around 4%) than that of the Barcelona 
economy as a whole (+2.5%), and such greater dynamism 
was also observed in the case of companies.
Source: Produced by the Department of Studies at the Manager's Office for Economic 
Policy and Local Development of Barcelona City Council, based on data from the 
municipal Statistics Department and the Employment Observatory and the Productive 
Model of the Generalitat (regional government) of Catalonia.
* Those registered with the general Social Security system, including self-employed 
workers.
Source: Produced by the Department of Studies at the Manager's Office for 
Economic Policy and Local Development of Barcelona City Council, based on 
data from the City Council's Department of Statistics and the Catalan regional 
government's Employment Observatory and the Productive Model
Source: Produced by the Department of Studies at the Manager's Office for Economic 
Policy and Local Development at Barcelona City Council', based on data from the 
Department of Statistics at Barcelona City Council.
Development of green employment in Barcelona
Development of the energy-intensity indicator and primary-
energy consumption in Barcelona during the 2008-2014 period
Workers in the green economy in Barcelona, IV quarter 2017
Minimum value Maximum value
Number of workers 28,014 40,302 
Prominence / overall employment 
in the city
2.6% 3.7% 
Prominence of green employment 
Barcelona/Cat
40.9% 40.1%
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Source: Sustainability Indicators 2016. Area of Urban Ecology and Mobility  
at Barcelona City Council.
Source: Produced by the Department of Studies at Barcelona City Council's Manager's 
Office for Economic Policy and Local Development, based on data from the Department  












THE IMPORTANCE OF WASTE RECOVERY FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF THE CIRCULAR ECONOMY
Waste recovery is a key topic in the advancement of the 
circular economy. In 2016, the destination of the municipal 
waste collected was distributed between mechanical 
biological treatment carried out by metropolitan ecoparks 
(58.1%), material recovery (35.1%), energy recovery (3.3%) 
and controlled landfill sites (2.7%).
% of municipal waste per destination, 2016
In 2016, the amount of municipal waste recovered 
decreased to 39.1% whereas in 2012, it was close to 45%. 
On the other hand, the percentage of selective-waste 
collection has plateaued, remaining at around 36% for the 
fourth consecutive year.  
Given these trends, more effort must be made to advance 
towards the circular economy, one of the main challenges 
for Barcelona’s economy in the coming years.
A BENCHMARK AUTOMOTIVE CLUSTER
The fourth quarter of 2017 saw 46,266 jobs and 1,816 
companies in the transport sector in Barcelona. More than 
40% of all employment in this sector was concentrated 
in the manufacturing division of motor vehicle, trailers 
and semitrailers, and revolved around two large leading 
companies —Nissan and Seat— forming the core of a 
powerful automotive cluster with high export capacity.
Companies and jobs in the transport sector in Barcelona,  
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BARCELONA, AN INTERNATIONAL BENCHMARK  
IN SUSTAINABLE MOBILITY
The Barcelona compact and Mediterranean city urban 
model and the strategy developed in recent years have 
made Barcelona an urban benchmark in sustainable 
mobility, where the 85% of internal travel is on foot, by 
bike or public transport. Barcelona was positioned among 
the top 25 most sustainable cities in the world in 2017, 
achieving 21st place in the world and 15th in Europe in the 
Sustainable Cities Mobility Index 2017, ahead of cities like 
Berlin, New York and Madrid.
MOBILITY IS ONE OF THE SECTORS WITH THE GREATEST 
POTENTIAL FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE GREEN 
ECONOMY 
This is due to its high environmental impact in the city, as 
highlighted by the Mobility Plan 2015-2018, which proposes 
actions to improve mobility on foot, by bicycle and public 
transport. Similarly, the city is collaborating with the 
automotive cluster in the introduction of electric vehicles 
within the framework of the LIVE programme. In 2016, 
there were 409 public electric recharging points, more than 
double the number in 2011, strengthening this strategic 
commitment to the future. If private recharging points are 
also included, the city boasts a total of 664 points.
Public electric recharging points in Barcelona
Source: ATM
Source: Produced by the Manager’s Office for Mobility and Infrastructures at Barcelona 
City Council, based on data from the DGT.





Modes of transport for internal travel in Barcelona, 
2016 (% of total)
4. Green and circular economy
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Measures promoted  
by Barcelona Activa
CLEANTECH CAMP PROGRAMME, ON BUSINESS CREATION 
Cleantech Camp is a support programme for 
entrepreneurship in the field of clean energies which aims 
to convert projects into real businesses. It seeks solutions 
which have a high potential impact and provides support  
in making the technology available on the market.
SYNERGYS SPECIFICALLY FOR THE GREEN/CIRCULAR 
ECONOMY SECTOR
This type of business networking activity has been 
organised within the framework of benchmark sectoral 
events, such as the Smart City Expo World Congress and 
enables companies that have needs within the scope of 
the Green and Circular Economy sector to pose business 
challenges so that SMEs and start-ups in the city can offer 
their solutions, products and services.
SUSTAINABILITY AND CIRCULAR ECONOMY PROGRAMMES 
FOR INDUSTRIAL SMES
Several programmes are being implemented within the 
framework of the Bon Pastor, Verneda la Pau and La Marina 
Neighbourhood Plans; these are aimed at improving the 
sustainability of industrial SMEs located in these industrial 
areas, such as:
•  Energy audits
•  Industrial symbiosis
•  Efficient driving
“TECHNOLOGY PARK: GOOD ENVIRONMENTAL PRACTICES” 
PROJECT
A pioneering study has been commissioned to measure 
the environmental impact of this Barcelona facility using 
comprehensive methodologies that take into account 
aspects such as the construction materials used or the 
effects in terms of mobility generated by people who travel 
to work there.
As a result of the study, certain initiatives will be prioritised 
and implemented to improve the environmental efficiency  
of the Park, learning about the positive effects generated.
IMPETUS TO THE LIVE PLATFORM, A PUBLIC-PRIVATE 
COLLABORATION
The LIVE Platform, set up in 2009 and formed by both public 
and private entities, is the entity that is committed to a 
creating a cleaner Barcelona by reducing CO2 emissions and 
noise and to increasing energy savings and the promotion of 
renewable energy sources through the introduction of gas 
and electric vehicles.
AN IMPETUS TO CITY EVENTS
Barcelona Activa provides support to the various events  
in the city relating to the green and circular economy, such as 
the Smart City Expo World Congress and the Expoelectric fair.
These events contribute to the strengthening of the 
entrepreneurial and business ecosystem associated with 
this sector in the city and link it with international markets.
THE CIRCULAR ECONOMY IN THE ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT PLANS
The Sant Martí, Ciutat Vella and Nou Barris economic 
development plans identify the green and circular economy 
among the sectors to be promoted.
 
Furthermore, under the ‘Impulsem el que fas’ call for 
subsidy applications, which aims to revitalise the 
economy in neighbourhoods and districts, 8 green or 
circular economy projects have been financed, with an 
overall budget of 280,000 euros; and 5 projects combining 
issues relating to the territory's mobility and economic 
development. Projects with a total budget of 165,000 euros 
and which deal with: reusing digital equipment, reusing food 
waste, building “green walls”, and launching a bicycle home-
delivery service which hires people with difficulties entering 
the labour market.
HOUSE OF TRADES “SUSTAINABLE NEIGHBOURHOODS 
WITH OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE” 
Programmes that look for job placements for people under 
the age of 25, by combining training with professional paid 
work experience in professions relating to strategic sectors, 
which is the green and circular economy in this case, for the 
development of collective-utility services.
VOCATIONAL TRAINING 
The extensive portfolio of Vocational Training offered by 
Barcelona Activa includes training courses and modules 
in the fields of the green and circular economy, such as: 
Environmental consultancy, Introduction to auxiliary jobs in 
Incubators, Gardens and Gardening Centres, Introduction 
to gardening, and even 2 or 3 wheeled electric vehicles 
maintenance assistant.
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5. Health and quality of life
Key indicators
A SECTOR THAT PROVIDES SERVICES, RESEARCH  
AND QUALITY OF LIFE 
The fourth quarter of 2017 saw over 90,000 jobs  
and 3,090 companies with employees in the Health and  
quality of life sector in Barcelona, representing 8.5%  
and 4.1%, respectively, of the city’s total. This sector 
features various different, yet related components: 75% 
of jobs and 87.2% of companies with employees in the 
sector are concentrated in health activities, while the 
social services associated with health account for 15.7% 
of employment and the pharmaceutical industry is close to 
10%, the average size of businesses is also significant.
A BIO-INNOVATIVE AND INTERNATIONALISED 
PHARMACEUTICAL CLUSTER 
The pharmaceutical and biotechnology industry constitutes 
a dynamic cluster with a remarkable capacity for research 
and innovation. Over 60% of the companies in the state 
pharmaceutical sector are considered innovators, with 
Catalonia as the leading region in this field. Catalonia also 
leads in investment in biotechnology R&D in Spain, and 
has 15 university hospitals, 9 research institutes and 6,000 
researchers in this field. As for external openness, 2017 saw 
exports of medicines from the province of Barcelona exceed 
4.5 billion euros, amounting to 8.2% of the sales to outside 
of the territory.
Jobs and companies in the Health and quality of life sector 
in Barcelona, by divisions, 2017 (% above total)
Distribution of exports from the province of Barcelona, 2017* 
(%)
Pharmaceutical industry








Jobs Companies with employees
Source: Prepared by the Department of Studies at the Manager's Office for Economic Policy 
and Local Development at Barcelona City Council, based on data from Barcelona City Council's 
Statistics Department.
* Those registered with the general Social Security system, including self-employed 
workers (jobs) and companies that charge Social Security contributions.
Medicines
Other sectors





Source: Produced by the Department of Studies at the Manager's Office for Economic Policy  
and Local Development at Barcelona City Council, based on data from the Ministry of Economy 
and Competitiveness.
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HEALTHCARE INVESTMENT FORUM 
Barcelona Activa collaborates with the Barcelona Doctors' 
Associations, Biocat and ESADE in organising this Forum  
—whose 20th edition was held in 2017— which puts the best 
entrepreneurial projects in the field of health and medical 
technologies in contact with various investment groups, to  
facilitate their growth.
INNOFOOD BUSINESS CREATION PROGRAMME
This is a programme promoted by Barcelona Activa and 
Mercabarna, created with the aim of providing support for 
the establishment of new companies in the food sector.
It principally seeks applications from entrepreneurs who 
present a business idea, with highly technological content, 
that proposes an improvement for any of the following 
fields: corporative social responsibility (food waste and 
sustainability), Food quality and safety, Nutrition and diet, 
Ecological and local produce, IT and Big Data.
HEALTHCARE UNDER THE HORTA-GUINARDÓ ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN
One of the economic sectors to be boosted under this Plan 
is the healthcare and social-healthcare sector. That is why 
an Information and Employment Guidance Point will be 
installed for the first time in the Vall d’Hebron Hospital, 
which is one of the district’s key assets in this field. This is 
an initial project that will be used to explore collaborative 
channels for training people in the healthcare and social 
healthcare sector.
VOCATIONAL TRAINING
Barcelona Activa's extensive Vocational Training portfolio
includes training courses and modules in the field of
health and quality of life, such as: Social healthcare  
for people in social institutions, Social healthcare for people 
in the home, social care tele-assistance worker, nutrition 
and diet for the third age, Revitalisation and stimulation of 
geriatrics, home child-care assistant, New trends in health 
eating, Hospital-cleaning specialist, and geriatric-nursing 
assistant.
Measures promoted  
by Barcelona Activa
HIGH LEVEL OF HIRING 
The health and quality of life sector is one of the sectors 
that generates higher levels of recruitment —year-
on-year—, which in 2017 amounted to nearly 136,000 
employment contracts, 12% of hiring in the city. As for 
the quality of the employment contracts, separate forms 
of behaviour were detected between the pharmaceutical 
industry —where more than a quarter (28%) of the new 
contracts signed during the year were open ended— and 
health activities and associated social services, where the 
prominence of open-ended employment contracts (4.2%) 
was considerably below the the city's average (14.1%).
Open-ended employment contracts in Barcelona, 2017 
(% of/total hiring)*
 * CCAE (Catalan Classification of Economic Activities) 21 for the Pharmaceutical industry  
and 86 and 87 for health and social services.
Source: Produced by the Department of Studies at the Manager's Office for Economic Policy  
and Local Development at Barcelona City Council, based on data from the SEPE.
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6. Social and Solidarity Economy
Key indicators
A TRANSFORMATIONAL ECONOMY TOWARDS 
COMPREHENSIVE SUSTAINABILITY 
2015 saw 861 cooperatives, approximately 1,200 joint-
stock companies, 2,400 third sector social entities and 260 
community economies initiatives in the city, representing 
2.8% of the total number of companies and 8% of 
Barcelona's employment and around 7% of the wealth 
generated in the city.
OVER 30,000 WORKERS IN THE THIRD SOCIAL SECTOR  
IN BARCELONA
The third social sector, which represents around half of the 
companies and entities that make up the social economy, 
is comprised of organisations of various legal forms 
governed by the principles of the social economy, which act 
in the field of social services and caring for people. 2016 
saw around 700 social entities with 4 or more employees 
in Barcelona, representing 23.3% of the Catalan social 
association network of this type. Some 30,000 workers are 
employed by this sector, which represents almost one third 
(32.6%) of the people that work in this sector in Catalonia 
and 2.9% of the total employment in the city.
The most common activity is social action with children, 
young people, families and other collectives (41.0%), 
followed by caring for people with various disabilities 
(28.8%) and educational leisure and social-culture (9.0%). 
Other less represented activities include nursery schools 
and other spaces for young children (1.3%) and home care 
(0.6%).
By district, almost 20% of the city's Social and Solidarity 
Economy companies and initiatives are concentrated in 
Eixample, and are predominantly commerce-focused. Sant 
Martí, Gràcia, Ciutat Vella and Sants-Montjuïc each have 
around 11-12% of the total. There is a strong presence 
of workers' cooperatives in Sant Martí, community 
experiences in Gràcia, Special Work Centres and Social 
Initiative Cooperatives in Ciutat Vella and the overall Social 
and Solidarity Economy in Sants-Montjuïc. The districts 
which have under 10% of the total are Sarrià-Sant Gervasi 
—where agroecology stands out—, Les Corts —with a 
stronger presence of the third social sector—, Sant Andreu 
—production— and Nou Barris —cooperative/community 
management—.
Source: Barcelona City Council 
(2015), Social and Solidarity 
Economy in Barcelona. 
← Source: Barcelona City Council (2015), Social and Solidarity Economy in Barcelona. 
Source: Anuari de l’Ocupació del Tercer Sector Social de Barcelona 2017. Confederació 
Empresarial del Tercer Sector Social.
Companies, associations and initiatives from the Social  
and Solidarity Economy, Barcelona 2015
Companies, associations and initiatives from the Social  
and Solidarity Economy in the districts of Barcelona, 2015 
(number - % above city total)
Activity Areas of the Third Social Sector in Barcelona, 2017
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BARCELONA ACTIVA’S ACCOMPANIMENT AND TRAINING 
SERVICES IN SOCIAL ECONOMY
Business-creation advice and accompaniment 
The creation of the Advisory Service for entrepreneurs with 
projects in the field of the Social and Solidarity Economy, to 
complement the services offered in the centre by the Glòries 
Entrepreneurial Initiative that are professionally based and 
provide specialised support in the process of launching 
a social economy, community economy and/or collective 
entrepreneurship initiative.
Business Consultancy
The creation of the Advisory Service for companies and 
social economy entities at the Business Support Office 
(OAE), which meet the demands of organisations that are 
already established and have forged a path in the SSE, and 
which complements the professional advice and training 
offered by the OAE, specialising in SSE. It also provides 
support so that companies can transform their business 
models and legal forms into those that are more suited to a 
cooperative or associative economic activity.
TRAINING AND ACCOMPANIMENT ACTIVITIES IN BUSINESS 
CREATION AND MANAGEMENT 
A series of specific tailor-made programmes have been 
designed in the field of social economy, such as: Building 
Other Economies with women (impetus to and promotion of 
cooperative, social and solidarity projects, led by women), 
Road to Strength (a training and guidance programme 
for organisations of the Social and Solidarity Economy, 
managed by women), and The Communifier (a support 
programme for initiatives framed in the collaborative 
economy which enable projects to be created and 
consolidated in good technical and economic conditions). 
A regular training programme, training courses and specific 
workshops have also been designed (platform  
cooperativism, collective entrepreneurship) to improve  
and strengthen socio-corporate management.
IMPETUS TO AND STRENGTHENING OF THE SOCIAL 
ECONOMY IN THE TERRITORY 
Invigoration services for SSE processes in the districts in 
Barcelona, promoting identification processes, creating 
spaces for collaborative work and networks with the aim 
of encouraging the socio-economic development of social 
economy entities and their relationships with the districts. 
COOPERATVIE PROJECTS TO TACKLE VULNERABLE 
SITUATIONS
These are cooperative projects aimed at groups in 
vulnerable social and employment situations. These 
involve applying an integrated socio-economic intervention 
model, thereby enabling cooperatives to be created or 
strengthened with particular collectives.
MUNICIPAL CENTRE FOR SOCIO-ECONOMIC INNOVATION
A benchmark municipal facility for socio-economic 
innovation and the social economy. This was created 
with the aim of disseminating and co-producing socio-
economic innovation at the service of the city, from a 
plural and broad perspective, with a particular focus on 
the development of projects featuring democratic and 
participatory management, geared to the needs of people 
and engagement of the community, encouraging change in 
the entrepreneurial culture in the city. 
The centre will bring about two regular services and two 
lines of work: 1) An information service in socio-economic 
innovation (reception point and agenda of the city);  
2) A Community Incubation service; 3) a line of  
research-action; 4) an international line that enables cross 
landing and participation in other networks in this field.
FUNDING TOOLS FOR THE TERRITORY'S SOCIO-ECONOMIC 
PROMOTION
A public call for subsidy applications for funding projects 
that boost the economy in the city’s neighbourhoods. 
Special emphasis is placed on the field of the social 
economy, among the various projects. 2017 saw 42 projects 
financed with a budget of 1 million euros.
Measures promoted  
by Barcelona Activa
barcelonactiva
barcelonactiva
company/barcelona-activa
barcelonactiva.cat
